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Take a trip back

he tardis has landed in Oxford.

The iconic blue 1950s British police box

from the science-fiction series Dr Who
has landed in High Street outside a time
traveller’s museum of popular culture of the
20th century. Visitors passing through its door
will find themselves transported into a maze of
exhibits, the brainchild of Stephen Murray.

The doors of the tardis will open to the public
for the official opening of the museum this
Saturday as part of North Canterbury’s Spring
Festival.

Its curator and owner, Mr Murray has been
collecting memorabilia of the 20th century
“seriously” for the past 15 years.

The bug first bit as a kid, he said, when he
collected figurines from cereal boxes and cards
his father brought home from service stations.

Today, one of those cereal boxes, if it depicts
an iconic illustration, is worth on average $100
— if you could find it, he said.

“I'hit on the nostalgia factor 10 years before
2000. I thought we are getting near the end of
the century and that it would be a good idea. I
have never seen anything like this in New Zea-
land.”

The collector has made all the props of the
museum himself, such as the tardis, a dalek
and a time machine, as well as the display
cabinets.

He initially based his collection around film
and TV memorabilia, and spent two years on
research to produce a list of what had been
popular during that time. Some of the items
were sparked by personal recollection.

“I had a Corgi (toys) James Bond Aston
Martin as a kid and T wanted to get it back.”

The Stars Wars phenomenon was another
that was personal to the collector, who
remembered queuing in Wellington at the age
of 13 to see the first movie.

“The fever was already there. My friends and
1 were heavily into reading movie magazines
and science fiction. We were really excited,
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Time traveller: Stephen Murray is hugged by a dalek in his Oxford museum of 20th century popular culture.

there was nothing like it at that time.”

Mr Murray said the 1950s was his favourite
decade of the 20th century.

“Tt was the birth of rock ‘0’ roll. It was a
happy period after the war but before the
unrest of the sixties. Jobs were plentiful and
there was a lot of joy going on.”

His collection was boxed up in storage until
seven years ago, when Mr Murray made the
move to Oxford from Christchurch. He bought
his property in High St because of its suit-
ability to be adapted into a museum.

Two years ago he bought the building the
collection is housed in behind his home but

retrenchment put his dream on hold again.

“For six months I waited until I got a job and
the money (to continue).”

During those two years, he continued to build
the display cases, picture frames and other
props, and he credits the support of his wife,
Christine, for the fact he is still married.

“ spent the last two years in (the museum).”

1 The museum will be open at 176 High St,
Oxford, on Saturday between 8.30am and 5pm.
Entry is by donation and booking is essential.
Phone 03 312 3338 or 027 424 4634 or email
timetravellersmuseum@gmail.com





